
The girl on the curb  

This girl came to us crying so much that getting information from her was difficult. Law 

Enforcement dropped her off at our office after picking her up on a call-out on reports on 

prostitutes. She was sitting crying on the side of the road. 

She could not speak English properly and she was incoherent about fact and names. Eventually we 

got her story: 

She attended school in George while staying with her brother – she was sent there to get away 

from an abusive father. She had her first baby while at school and he was given for adoption. She 

had to move in with her boyfriend because her brother was not happy with the second pregnancy. 

This baby was also given up for adoption – school was now not an option anymore and she did 

some work in a shop and some baby-sitting for a neighbour. 

When she feel pregnant for the third time, she wanted to keep the baby and raise her herself. Her 

boyfriend was not happy and claimed that he is not the father. Eventually the girls’ brother 

adopted the child. Now she had to move out and was homeless. She contacted a friend in Bellville 

and was invited to come and stay here. After the second day after her arrival she was told by the 

girl’s “boyfriend” to go out and “earn her keep”. She was “forced” to work as prostitute for the 

privilege to stay at the flat. 

When Law Enforcement found her she was crying because some youngsters grabbed her cell 

phone while she was talking to her mother to explain her situation. Now she had nothing – not 

even her family’s phone numbers.  

MES found her accommodation at a shelter – she is part of the equestrian program and is now 

enrolled in ABET to finish her schooling. Last week she came to tell us that the teachers want her 

to move to the level 4 class in June – she is too clever for level 3! 

She works for MES for 3 days of the week by cleaning our office and to be trained as tea-girl so 

that she can pay her own shelter fees. She also washes clothing for some of the fellow residents of 

the shelter so that she can buy her toiletries and treat herself to a cold drink every now and then. 

Her face lights up when you ask about school and the horses – she loves all the new challenges 

and is working hard to overcome the hurts of the past. 

She has a future.......... 

 


