
This is a story, not a success story, just a story 

Lets call him Tona. He is a Xhosa man from the Eastern Cape and came to Cape Town to find 

work. 

He is a difficult man, easily angered with an attitude that the world owes him something. When 

he appears in our waiting room nobody wants to help him. He is verbally abusive, does not 

want to understand reason and is very demanding. 

Growing up he got involved is the gangs of rural Eastern Cape. They were ruthless and ruled 

their areas with and iron fist with no regard for life. Later he met a girl, got married and had 

two children, but still had his gang ties. Living that life meant that you had enemies; lots of 

enemies. On his way home one night some of these guys caught him unaware and started 

chasing him through the houses. He rounded a corner and ran into an old metal bed frame – it 

almost severed his leg just above the ankle. The guys caught up with him, kicked him and hit 

him into consciousness with a metal pipe. 

Months in hospital left him with a plate in his scull, a mangled leg and no job. This is where his 

story starts in Cape Town. He decided to come here to look for work. 

Lots of piece jobs and many years later he landed up on our doorstep – the man I was 

describing before. 

One day he was standing in front of me shouting and screaming when I just realized that God 

loves him too, as much as He loves me. I invited him to my office, sat him down and calmly 

started to ask him what he needs, why he is upset. This was the start of a strange relationship 

between the two of us. Eventually we could get him into a shelter and many incidents later we 

could get him to a psychiatric evaluation at Falkenburg. 

Today he is back at his father’s house in the Eastern Cape, on medication, but wanting to come 

back to work in Cape Town.  

What happens to guys like this? He did not choose this life, but was handed it due to choices in 

his youth. Mistakes like those we all make. Broken in more ways than one and unwanted by all.  

These are the people on our streets!! 


