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Hello there! 

Our lovely village has been quite busy lately and preparations were started timeously for the coming week’s big 

party. We celebrate Kirkwood’s 100
th
 anniversary. The festival committee has a programme catering for all tastes 

– see the attached programme. 

Here, in brief, are the projects we are busy with, as well as our thanks. 

The Main Road:  Planting white ironwood trees 

We are rather proud of the 33 trees planted in the Main Road; actually 34 taking into account the established 

tree in front of Karoo Butchery. Each tree has a neat frame for protection around it.  Thanks to Elsa Venter who 

led this project, which looks great! An example of go green. You are an example for all of us. 

 

Thanks to SRCC who –again- donated compost, as well as to Kelello Makgoka of the SRVM for his patient 

support and allowing their workers to help with the digging and planting and for organizing the financing of this 

project. We are also grateful to John Voogt of Turnrite for making the frames and Charl Smith for the loan of his 

workers and for cementing the frames at a reasonable price. 

Planting of Spekboom Lane (elephant’s food {AKA as obesitree}) 

I know him as Oom Johan, but to others he is Johan Karoo Swart. Oom Johan is an angel and when it concerns 

the Kirkwood community,his generosity knows no bounds. Many locals also use his butchery as a meeting place. 

(Johan Swart has a heart of gold –really a colourful character! Trans)  One of his great loves is the spekboom. 

He is also the founder of the Spekboom Foundation and has led so many successful projects in the Valley and 

for the Valley and still continues to do so. We cannot thank him enough for the 440 spekbome he donated for 

our Dream Project, as well as the additional trees for the gardens of 10 houses for the garden competition we 

wish to start in the residential area/farm workers’ houses. 
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Thanks also for supplying the labour for the preparation and planting of the trees in the White Ironwood lane 

outside town past the SRCC. We really appreciate it. I learned a lot about the spekboom while chatting to him 

among the trees. Were you aware that chewing 2 of its leaves daily helps to control diabetes? The trees he 

plants have good root systems – look at the photo! (Be on the lookout for leafless trees! Trans.) . You can learn 

more about these trees on the webpage: www.spekboomfoundation.co.za. He can also do country wide 

deliveries. 

                             

Thanks to Tannie Anna Potgieter for loaning us 2 of Tweeling Kwekery’s  workers to help with the planting of 

the spekbome. We appreciate it. (Note: 2 workers- for if more were used, the name of the farm would have to 

change. Trans.) 

 

The care of the White Ironwood Lane outside town past SRCC 

I call it “Cedric’s lane. Cedric, a seasonal worker at the SRCC,  is very proud of this lane which he faithfully cares 

for. We are very proud of you. Thanks, Cedric, you are an example worth emulating in this project. Our thanks 

also to Helena and Russel for believing in the project and for encouraging Cedric to enjoy his passion for 

gardening.  

And it so happened that I passed this lane after work last week  –at about 18:15 – and came across men from 

the SRCC emptying rubbish bins – and they proudly posed for a photo. Thanks! 

                                                

Trees planted at Schools 

http://www.spekboomfoundation.co.za/
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Ten Tigerwood trees have been planted at Kirkwood High School –thanks to Elsa Venter. We are grateful to 

Outeniqua and Danie Bouwer for donating the trees.  

Others 

Karen Smith is a real go-getter and she leads by example. We regularly hear of trees planted: White Ironwood 

or African wattle farm bush – seven at the clinic in Aqua Park, 15 at Neskuiken school, 20 at Rosleen school,25 

at the VGK-church, 20 at the DR church in the residential area and 20 at the rugby club. 

During last week she and the learners of St Reginalds planted 15 trees, Malmaison school 10 trees and Mistkraal 

school 20 trees. Thanks, Karen, we have much to learn from you. 

 

Rietberg School 

So much has happened here! I don’t really know where to start. 

Prof Grebe, Viv England and Brian Walters are involved in giving guidance to the principal, teachers and 

learners – we believe this is a healing process which starts from within. Meetings are held every two weeks and 

follow up work done –these clearly result in improvement. Thanks for this and the plants you regularly bring, 

Prof! 

We are also indebted to Sonya Brummer of Sonsitrus Pakstoor (Sun Citrus Pack Store). Thanks for the example 

you set –your passion for children and your desire to make a difference are amazing. 

I saw your team tending to the school on Saturday morning – a task you do faithfully. In cooperation with 

Waitrose foundation you also managed to donate the water tanks and to replace the gutters on the front and 

side of the school. Thanks! 

Flippie Ehlers of Dagbreek Spar is also very involved in the community and is always willing to help. He regularly 

attends the meetings at Rietberg and makes valuable contributions: He keeps his word and makes things 

happen. Flippie and two of his men also hosed down the roof in front. Thanks, Flippie. 

Annemarie Swanevelder and Robyn Morris share a passion for gardening. They have successfully tackled many 

flower beds at the school. Annemarie brought her angel gardener along a few times and he has now been 

appointed by the school to help there twice a week. Elton has a heart of gold and knows exactly what he is 

doing. He frequently leaves me speechless as I know nothing about gardening. (For Ulrica to be speechless, 

Elton must be good! Trans.) I am grateful that we can learn from one another.  
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Then there is Michelle. She is supposed to clean, but she is used everywhere – even helping with the 

preparation of food for the children. One afternoon I found her in a classroom –cleaning vigorously.  She said 

that she liked cleaning and it was all she wanted to do. Michelle and Elton, you are angels and we learn a lot 

from you. When no one is watching, I’m going to take you! 

Then there is Mrs Hobbs, the new vice principal. What would we and the rest of the school do without you?  A 

word of thanks to Mrs Mabel Swart who donated Icebergs and lavender to the school. It is greatly appreciated. 

       

 

Now a special thanks to my dear boss, Wreford Hudson, who turns a blind eye to my activities which are not 

always work-related. Thanks also for helping to remove trunks, level the ground and making workers available 

to help. 

Many thanks to all for helping in some way, donations, support and believing in us.  The Dream Project comes 

from the heart and we learn so much from one another. Join us - we need your special talent and  your passion. 

Kind regards   

Ulrica and the Dream Team 

 


