
Colley Street Clean-up 

After months of negotiation with the Hibiscus Coast Municipality, things are starting to take shape. 

Port Shepstone High School, where I teach, has its main entrance at the end of Colley Street which 

runs in front of the Port Shepstone Regional Hospital. It is a narrow street which was never intended 

for the heavy traffic it currently has to cope with. The hospital also recently added a new wing which 

also has its entrance on this street. 

The result is that all the traffic leading to and from school ( 1 200 pupils) and visitors to the hospital 

have to use the same street. The congestion of traffic and people has led to the area becoming dirty 

and run down. 

As an outreach arm of our WESSA Echo-schools programme, we decided to adopt the section of 

Colley Street closest to the school and clean it up before planting indigenous shrubs and plants. 

Yandisa Mhlongo, who heads up the Hibiscus Coast Municipality Waste Management Department, 

has been most supportive of our project, and by the second week of this term, most of the alien 

vegetation and garbage has been removed. 

On 2 August 18 pupils and four teachers collected 22 black bags full of garbage and two boxes of 

glass bottles. We have only touched the tip of the iceberg and will continue over the next couple of 

weeks. 

The aim is to clean up the area and put in indigenous plants donated by the community to beautify 

this public space. 

The educational spin-off is that our pupils walk through this area on their way to school. The school 

has been replanted with indigenous vegetation – started five years ago and ongoing. There seemed 

to be no point in re-doing the school gardens and leaving the adjoining areas untended. 

We have contacted the hospital, and hope to get their staff on board too. 

There are informal vendors who sell fruit next to the hospital entrance to patients and other 

members of the public. We hope to also include them by supplying more bins and encouraging them 

to keep their area clean and tidy. 

Regards from fellow-“Dreamer” 

Beth Rautenbach 

 

 

 

 

 



BEFORE 

Turning circle and approach to school before removal of alien 

vegetation and verge cutting  by HCM workers 

 

 

  Hospital rubbish bags spilling through gate  

  

Area after vegetation and major garbage removal by HCM  

        

Building rubble and garbage 

 

 



Garbage-clogged storm-water drain   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ditch below the turning-circle after aliens were chopped down. (school gate in background – left) 

  

Collecting rubbish 



  

Teachers, Ruth Fiefield and Isabel Venter                         22 bags and two boxes later! 

doing their bit. (above left) 

  


